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their taxes go up. I have spent the past 
6 weeks crisscrossing the Hawaiian is-
land chain, meeting with small busi-
ness owners, workers, educators, and 
farmers. I’ve asked them how they feel 
about extending the Bush tax cuts for 
the wealthiest Americans. And we 
agreed that the most important thing 
we can do now is extend the tax cuts 
for the middle class. 

I will oppose those who hold the mid-
dle class tax cuts hostage so that peo-
ple earning more than $1 million will 
receive average tax cuts of $100,000 an-
nually. The top 2 percent of these in-
come earners in our country can afford 
to pay their fair share. Extending the 
Bush tax cuts for this group will pile 
on a whopping $700 billion to our def-
icit over the next 10 years. 

We must pass legislation now that 
ensures that 98 percent of Americans 
and 97 percent of small businesses do 
not pay higher taxes next year. And 
let’s remember that the 111th Congress 
and the Obama administration have al-
ready enacted eight tax cuts for small 
businesses. We can no longer afford to 
continue the tax cuts for the wealthi-
est among us. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 
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CONGRESSIONAL MADE IN 
AMERICA PROMISE ACT 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 2039) to clarify 
the applicability of the Buy American 
Act to products purchased for the use 
of the legislative branch, to prohibit 
the application of any of the exceptions 
to the requirements of such act to 
products bearing a Congressional seal, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2039 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Congres-
sional Made in America Promise Act of 
2010’’. 
SEC. 2. APPLICABILITY OF BUY AMERICAN ACT 

TO LEGISLATIVE BRANCH; NO EX-
CEPTIONS FOR PRODUCTS BEARING 
OFFICIAL CONGRESSIONAL INSIG-
NIA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2 of the Buy 
American Act (41 U.S.C. 10a) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (c); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(b) CLARIFICATION OF APPLICABILITY TO 
ARTICLES, MATERIALS, AND SUPPLIES FOR USE 
OF LEGISLATIVE BRANCH.— 

‘‘(1) APPLICABILITY TO LEGISLATIVE 
BRANCH.—Except as provided in paragraph 
(2), subsection (a) applies with respect to ar-
ticles, materials, and supplies acquired for 
the use of any office in the legislative 
branch, including the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate, in the same manner as 
such subsection applies with respect to arti-
cles, materials, and supplies acquired for the 
use of a department or independent estab-
lishment. 

‘‘(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR PRODUCTS BEARING 
OFFICIAL CONGRESSIONAL INSIGNIA.—In the 
case of any product which bears an official 
insignia (including a mark resembling an of-
ficial seal) of the United States House of 
Representatives, the United States Senate, 
or the United States Congress and which is 
acquired for the use of an office of the legis-
lative branch, the following shall apply: 

‘‘(A) The head of the office may not make 
a determination under subsection (a) that it 
is inconsistent with the public interest to 
enter into a contract in accordance with this 
Act. 

‘‘(B) The head of the office may not make 
a determination under subsection (a) that an 
article, material, or supply is not mined, 
produced, or manufactured, as the case may 
be, in the United States in sufficient and rea-
sonably available commercial quantities and 
of satisfactory quality. 

‘‘(C) The last sentence of subsection (a) 
shall not apply.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 69 of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States (2 
U.S.C. 109) is repealed. 
SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The amendments made by this Act shall 
take effect upon the expiration of the 180-day 
period which begins on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY) and a Mem-
ber opposed each may control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
matters on the measure now under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

On behalf of my committee, I am 
pleased to bring this bill to the House. 
This is a very important bill designed 
to help create more jobs in America. 
Offered by our colleague, the gentle-
lady from Ohio, H.R. 2039 extends the 
requirements of the Buy American Act 
to the legislative branch of govern-
ment, including the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate. 

Several legislative branch agencies 
already abide by the Buy American 
Act, including the Government Print-
ing Office, the Library of Congress, and 
the Architect of the Capitol. But the 

House and Senate are exempt from the 
Buy American Act, and it’s time for 
that to change. 

The House and the Senate buy 
things, many things: Pencils, pens, 
paper, envelopes, furniture, fur-
nishings, office machines, and equip-
ment of every kind. You name it. There 
are no reasons that Buy American re-
quirements should not apply to the 
Congress as to any other Federal agen-
cy. That’s what the gentlelady’s legis-
lation will accomplish. 

From my perspective as chairman of 
the House Administration Committee, 
H.R. 2039 will provide us with one more 
tool we can use to prevent the purchase 
of foreign-made goods when suitable 
American-made goods are available. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a good bill. I 
commend the gentlelady for intro-
ducing it, and I urge the House to pass 
it. 

Mr. Speaker, I now yield 5 minutes to 
the sponsor of the bill, the distin-
guished gentlelady from Ohio (Ms. 
KAPTUR). 

b 1030 

Ms. KAPTUR. I want to thank Chair-
man BRADY for his leadership and the 
expeditious manner in which his com-
mittee dealt with this bill. I thank him 
for his leadership on jobs in America 
all the time. 

I ask my colleagues to support H.R. 
2039 when it comes to a vote later 
today, the Made in America Promise 
Act, which applies the provisions of the 
Buy America Act that already apply to 
the executive branch to the legislative 
branch, the Congress. It is apparent to 
all America that we are facing a 
daunting job deficit. 

Over 14.9 million people still are out 
of work. Moreover, in 2009, our Nation 
racked up a trade deficit of $375 billion, 
and this year it’s likely to be double 
that, with more imports coming into 
our Nation than exports going out. For 
every billion dollars of trade deficit, we 
lose a minimum of 10,000 more jobs. 

Without this mammoth trade deficit, 
our economy this year would have 
grown 5 percent. Instead, growth was 
readjusted downward to 1.5 percent, a 
huge 3-point drop, and the worst 
growth rate since 1947, because trade 
deficits matter. 

For America to address this job gap, 
our unconscious Nation must develop a 
consciousness to make it in America 
again, because production here equals 
jobs in America. That consciousness 
must begin here in Congress in the 
highest law-making branch of our Na-
tion. 

This bill applies the Buy America 
provisions to the legislative branch. To 
illustrate, just in perusing the gift 
shops that tourists come through in 
the House and Senate—and even the 
new congressional visitors center—look 
what we found, Chinese calculators, it 
says here on the lower United States 
Senate, but then look where it’s 
made—China. There are umbrellas 
from China, a children’s briefcase, even 
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